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application: 



Testing of Claims; 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A provisional femoral head, comprising: 

a spherical body having a spherical exte rior wall and a generally cylindrical 
internal aperture formed in a distal end nf «rid snherical bodv-the*eef, said c Y lindrical internal 
a ppTtiire defining » ™t-ve.rt interior wall of said spherical body, said spherical body including a 
cutout panning said spheral exterior w all ar.d said curved interior wall of said spherical body, 
said cutout intersecting said internal aperture, said cutout sized whereby a provisional femoral 
neck can traverse said cutout to be positioned within said internal aperture. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): Tin provisional f n uo r al head of Claim 1, ^p rovisional fem oral 
head, comprising: 

. o r hAri™l horiv having « funeral] v c y lindrical internal aperture formed in a distal end 
rtif-nvrf. said spherical hodv mending a cuto u t intersecting said internal aperture, said cutou j 
sized whereby a nrnvisional fen>nr^ neck can traverse said cutout t o be positioned within said 
internal aperture, whefeia-said spherical body further4*etede& including a clamp aperture sized 
to receive a blade end of a clamp. 

Claim 3 (original): The provisional femoral head of Claim 1, wherein said spherical body further 
includes a vent aperture fluidly connecting said internal aperture and a proximal end of said 
spherical body. 

Claim 4 (cancelled) 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): Th e pi^L iond fcm ui ul ^ of Hnim ^ A provisional femoyal 
hftad 1 comprising: 

, K^ y having a genera ll y ^drica] internal apemire formed in a distal end of 

. phPrical body , «H1 internal ane ^ ri«d to accommodate, a provisional femoral neck, said 

epwnsr hrvriv fort ^ ime ™ al aPelTUre and ^ 

f ,^ g1 ..nd nf sai d spherical body,-wfee«*» said spherical body fun^er-^etades including a 

clamp aperture sized to receive a blade end of a clamp. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The provisional femoral head of » CJaimS, wherein said 
spherical body includes a cutout intersecting said internal aperture, said cutout sized whereby a 
provisional femoral neck can traverse said cutout to be positioned within said internal aperture. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): An apparatus for maintaining an access in the tissue of a body comprising: 

a tubular retractor having a hollow interior sized to accommodate passage of 
surgical instruments therethrough. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 7, further comprising an occluder including an 
extension for insertion into said hollow interior of said tubular retractor, said occluder further 
including a flange, said flange of said occluder abutting an end of said retractor when said 
retractor is positioned about said extension, said occluder further including a handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein said tubular retractor includes a 
plurality of apertures spaced about the exterior thereof. 

Claim 10 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein said tubular retractor has a generally 
rectangular cross section. 
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Claim 1 1 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein said tubular retractor include* a 
plurality of apertures through a pair of opposing sidewalls of said tubular retractor. 

Claim 12 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 11, wherein each of said apertures is 
symmetrical about a plane perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said tubular retractor. 

Claim 13 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein said retractor has a generally 
rectangular cross section. 

Claim 14 (withdrawn): The apparatus of Claim 13, wherein said extension of said occluder has a 
generally rectangular cross section. 

Claim 15 (new): The provisional femoral head of Claim 6, wherein said spherical body includes 
a spherical exterior wall, and wherein said internal aperture defines a curved interior wall of said 
spherical body, said cutout spanning said spherical exterior wall and said curved interior wall of 
said spherical body. 

Claim 16 (new): A provisional femoral head, comprising: 

a spherical body having a generally cylindrical internal aperture formed in a distal end of 
said spherical body, said internal aperture sized to accommodate a provisional femoral neck, said 
spherical body further including a clamp aperture sized to receive a blade end of a clamp. 
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Claim 17 (new): The provisional femoral head of Claim 16, wherein said spherical body 
includes a spherical exterior wall, and wherein said generally cylindrical internal aperture defines 
a curved interior wall of said spherical body, said spherical body including a cutout spanning 
said spherical exterior wall and said curved interior wall of said spherical body, said cutout 
intersecting said internal aperture, said cutout sized whereby a provisional femoral neck can 
traverse said cutout to be positioned within said internal aperture. 

Claim 18 (new): A provisional femoral head, comprising: 

a spherical body having a generally cyundrical internal aperture formed in a distal end of 
said spherical body, said internal aperture having a longitudinal axis; and 

means for allowing a provisional femoral neck to move radially relative to said 
longitudinal axis to be positioned in said internal aperture of said spherical body. 



Claim 19 (new): The provisional femoral head of Claim 1 8, wherein said spherical body further 
includes a clamp aperture sized to receive a blade end of a clamp. 

Claim 20 (new): A provisional femoral head, comprising: 

a spherical body having a generally cylindrical internal aperture formed in a distal end of 
said spherical body, said internal aperture having a longitudinal axis, said spherical body 
includin* a radial cutout radially intersecting said internal aperture relative to said longitudinal 
axis of slid internal aperture, said cutout sized whereby a provisional femoral neck can ndiaUy 
traverse said cutout to be positioned within said internal aperture. 

Claim 21 (new): The provisional femoral head of Claim 20, wherein said spherical body further 
includes a clamp aperture sized to receive a blade end of a clamp. 
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